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TEXAS LYCEUM 2016 POLL - DAY TWO 

It's a Single Digit Race for President 
in Deep Red Texas 

Trump Leading by 7 Points Among Likely Voters 

But only by 1 Point Among Registered Voters 

No sign of ticket splitting, despite low favorability  
rating of both candidates  

 
President Obama enjoys boost in job approval ratings  

Texans Personal Economic Situation is Looking Up  

 
AUSTIN - If the U.S. presidential election were held today, ballot tests 
show a tighter race at the top of the ticket in deep red Texas than recent 
history would suggest, according to independent poll results released today 
by the Texas Lyceum, the nonprofit, nonpartisan premier statewide 
leadership group.  

Among likely voters, GOP nominee Donald Trump leads Democratic 
nominee Hillary Clinton by just 7 points, 39 - 32 percent among likely 
voters. Libertarian candidate Gary Johnson polls at 9 percent and Green 
Party Candidate Jill Stein garners 3 percent in the trial ballot. 

Among registered voters, Clinton trails Trump by only 1-point in the 4-way 
race, and holds a surprising 4-point lead over Trump in a two-way trial 
ballot, not including Johnson and Stein, 39 to 35 percent. (The margin of 
error among registered voters is +/- 3.34%, n = 862.) 

With only six weeks away from early voting, another 17 percent won’t say 
or don’t know who they would support. (The margin of error among likely 
voters is +/- 4.37%, n = 502.) 

The Lyceum Poll comes one week after the Washington Post / Survey 
Monkey Poll 50-state poll showing a tight presidential race in Texas with 



Clinton leading Trump by one point among registered voters in a two-way 
matchup, not including Johnson and Stein. 
 
“Registered voters are more diverse than the pool of voters who historically 
show up in Texas elections, but the combination of the slow march of 
demographic change and Trump’s rhetoric appears to have made Texas’ 
registered voter pool more Democratic than we have seen in previous 
presidential races,” said Joshua Blank, Ph.D., Texas Lyceum Research 
Director. 
 
Split-Ticket Voting Unlikely 
With the low favorability ratings of both Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton, 
many political pundits have speculated about the possibility of increased 
split-ticket voting, in which voters vote for one party’s candidate at the top 
of the ticket and another party’s candidate in down ballot races. However, 
the Texas Lyceum Poll does not find much evidence for this among Texas’ 
likely voters.  
 
Only 2 percent of Trump supporters, in the two-way trial ballot, say that 
they’ll vote for a Democratic candidate for Congress, and only two percent 
say that they’ll vote for a Democratic candidate for the Texas Legislature. 
Among Clinton supporters, only 6 percent say that they’ll vote for a 
Republican candidate for Congress, and only 4 percent say that they’ll vote 
for a Republican candidate for the Texas Legislature. 
 
Texans’ Economic Views Steady  
Economic evaluations of Texas’ economy appear to have improved 
somewhat over last year. Texans aren’t overjoyed about the national and 
state economy or their own economic situation, but they’re more optimistic.  
  
Looking at personal economic evaluations, the poll asked, “compared to 
one year ago, are you better off, worse off, or about the same 
economically?”  A majority of Texans (50 percent) say their economic 
status remains unchanged compared with one year ago and 30 percent say 
that their personal economic situation is better off (up from 25 percent in 
2015), while 19% say they are worse off (down from 23% in 2015).   
 
President Obama and Governor Abbott Enjoy High Job Approval 
Ratings 



Among adult Texans, during his last few months in office President Obama 
enjoys a high job approval rating (58 percent) in the Texas Lyceum Poll. This 
result combines those saying that the President is either doing a “very good” 
or “somewhat good” job as president. Among registered voters, the 
President’s job approval rating drops by only 2 points to 56%.   
 
As expected, Democrats overwhelmingly approve of the President’s job 
performance while Republicans overwhelmingly disapprove. Hispanics and 
African American adults in Texas also give the president high marks, 74 
percent and 90 percent respectively, while a majority of Anglos, 63 percent, 
disapprove of the president’s job performance. 
 
Meanwhile, Governor Abbott maintains a high job approval rating of 61 
percent with sharp partisan differences similar to that of the President.  
 
While 88 percent of Republicans hold a favorable view of the job that Abbott 
has done as governor, only 40 percent of Democrats agree. Abbott’s job 
approval among racial groups is generally positive, with a majority of Anglos 
(69 percent), African Americans (51 percent), and Hispanics (53 percent) 
indicating that the governor is doing a good job — similar to last year’s 
results. 
 
Methodology 

From September 1-11, 2016, The Texas Lyceum conducted a 
statewide telephone survey of adult citizens.  The survey utilized a stratified 
probability sample design, with respondents being randomly selected at the 
level of the household.  The survey also employed a randomized cell phone 
supplement, with 40 percent of completed interviews being conducted 
among cell phone only or cell phone dominant households. A Spanish-
language instrument was developed and bilingual interviewers offered 
respondents a chance to participate in English or Spanish. On average, 
respondents completed the interview in 19 minutes.  Approximately 6,100 
records were drawn to yield 1,000 completed interviews. The final data set 
is weighted by race/ethnicity, age and gender to achieve representativeness 
as defined by the Texas Department State Health Services 2016 population 
projections. The overall margin of error for the poll is +/- 3.1 percentage 
points.  
About The Texas Lyceum  
The Texas Lyceum, a non-profit, non-partisan group, is the premier 
statewide leadership organization focused on identifying the next 



generation of top Texas leaders. The Lyceum consists of 96 men and 
women from throughout the state who begin their six-year term while under 
the age of 46, and have demonstrated leadership in their community and 
profession, together with a deep commitment to Texas. For more 
information, please visit www.texaslyceum.org. Texas Lyceum is on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/texaslyceum and on Twitter 
@TexasLyceum http://twitter.com/texaslyceum  
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